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New Collaborations Benefit Area Lakes		
A unique set of new inter-local agreements between MLIRD, three state agencies, the Grant 
County Noxious Weed Control Board (GCNWCB), City of Moses Lake and the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, are expected to result in dramatic reductions of noxious invasive plants this 
summer. The overall goal is to eliminate rapidly spreading infestations of invasive aquatic 
plants, especially Phragmites, Purple Loosestrife and Yellow Flag Iris in Moses Lake and 
upstream in Soap, Park, Alkali, Blue and Lenore Lakes. Inaction is not an option. 

Unless brought under control, and considered to be “of utmost urgency” by experts, invasive 
species will continue migrating to Moses Lake and seriously inhibit boating, fishing and other 
recreation activities. Because multiple agencies have responsibilities for the aquatic habitat 
along the Moses Lake shoreline, as well as other public lands further upstream, an interlocal 
agreement and a control plan were outlined during inter-agency meetings last May.   

In partnership with the state Departments of Natural Resources (DNR), Fish and Wildlife 
(DFW) and Ecology (ECY), this collaborative venture will help implement existing MLIRD 
and Weed Board plans while also expanding upon a successful pilot project completed 
last year.  

With $75,000 in grant funding from Ecology, plus various in-kind contributions from DNR 
and the other partners, the total project cost is estimated at $104,000. 

Synchronized operations helped secure the grant money, which in turn represents 
significant savings to the District in time and labor costs.  Results will be obvious in 
easier water access, better swimming, boating and fishing conditions, plus protection of 
adjacent shoreline property values.

MLIRD MISSION

“This project is a 
great example 
of efficient 
government 
– forming 
partnerships 
to deal with 
common issues.”

	
Wade Alonzo, 
Aquatic Resources 
Program, DNR
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Lake Rehabilitation – Parker Horn Dredging 
Starting July 1

The next important phase of Moses Lake “re-habilitation” will begin in Parker Horn on July 1,  
the first day allowable by permit. Excess sediment flows into Moses Lake are estimated at 
50,000 cubic yards annually. In a property agreement for this purpose, staff is preparing 
temporary ponds where years of sediment accumulation will be piped for de-watering. Dredging 
operations will use a suction dredge, the 
only approved method of removing sediment 
from Moses Lake. Unless removed, incoming 
sediment flows will continue to block boat 
access and damage fish and wildlife habitats, 
resulting in lowered property values. Following 
purchase by the District three years ago, a 1985 
Ellicot dredge is staged and ready after being 
completely refurbished by staff.  

Look for more about this project in the next 
edition of Lake View. Sediment dredge – staff setting up for 

transport to Parker Horn.

Connelly Park  
Road Safety 
Opening: April 20 

As improvements continue and more 
events are scheduled at Connelly 
Park, the number of people using the 
District’s recreation facilities there 
is growing every year. For the past 
three winters, as a fill-in project, 
MLIRD staff has been working to 
blaze a new entrance road into 
Connelly Park in order to replace the 
existing dangerously steep grade. 
Using in-house professional design, 
staff and equipment, excavation and 
preparation of the new road base is 
complete. Asphalt will be applied and 
curbing ready prior to opening of the 
Park for the season on April 20, 2011 
at 6:00 a.m. The new entrance road, 
which intersects at McConihe and 
Bouldercrest, will provide safe travel in 
and out of the park. 

Background: The District is legally 
obligated to provide recreation 
services at the former “Airmen’s 
Beach” acquired from Larsen Air Force 
Base/General Services  Administration 
(GSA) in 1968. This was the plan when 
“re-habilitation” was added to the 
District’s mission, a special legislative 
statute change requested by the 
MLIRD board of directors, as passed 
into law in 1964. 

Moses Lake Community Forum

“Our Lake - Our Future”
Monday, May 16, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Masto Conference Center - atec
steering committee: edc, city, mlba, 
chamber, vision 20/20, big bend 
community college, mlird

Leadership Dialogue Will Focus on Moses Lake 
“As our community grows through new industry, tourism and recreation, how 
important is the lake itself in the competition for new jobs?  Can we collaborate 
in new ways to leverage the 
economic benefits of water 
recreation and a healthy 
environment?” These and other 
related topics will be featured 
in a 4-part series of dialogues 
between residents and regional 
leaders. Panelists will be 
announced soon for the  
first event. 



 

“ We were very impressed 
with the professionalism 
of mlird staff and 
the applicator during 
milfoil treatment last 
year…above and beyond 
permitting requirements.” 
Kathy Hamel, 
Aquatic Plant Specialist,  
Washington State  
Department of Ecology

Second $75,000 Grant follows 97% Success 
in Milfoil Eradication 
MLIRD has received a second $75,000 (*) grant from the Department of Ecology for the Milfoil 
project set to resume in July. This new grant reflects the 97% eradication success rate in 
approximately 300 acres tackled last year, and helps reduce rate payer costs for the three-year 
contract the District signed with Lakeland Restoration Services (LRS) for aquatic herbicide 
treatment of invasive Eurasian Water Milfoil.  
 
Also in 2010, in a strategic “pilot project” to save time and expense, the District initiated an 
inter-local partnership agreement with GCNWB and the Department of Ecology to attack 
Yellow Flag Iris, Purple Loosestrife and Phragmites, also extremely invasive noxious weeds.  
Treated by LRS during the same week, this 3-species treatment tactic reduced paperwork and 
labor costs, which serves the wider community more efficiently by combining services.  

(*) In addition to $104,000 project – cover page story. 

Seattle Drag & Sprint Ski Boats 
Connelly Park:  April 29 - May 1 

For the past seven years, MLIRD has hosted 
hydroplane racing at Connelly Park. In 2009, the 
course became an official “record course” that 
now draws more race teams, and consequently 
more visitors, from all over the U.S. and Canada. 
Boat racing on Moses Lake has never been more 
exciting to watch! On Friday afternoon, April 29, 
before weekend “class” races, teams typically test 
their boats on the water. Racing begins around 
9:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 30th and concludes 
on Sunday. This is a great family event open to the 
public for only a small entrance fee.

Celebrating 97% Milfoil 
eradication: Rep. Judy Warnick, 
13th District; Kathy Hamel, 
Ecology; mlird Director, Ron 
Covey and mlird Manager, Curt 
Carpenter.  

Water Quality Institute 
Ranked “Outstanding”  
While preparing for the District’s 5th 
annual Water Quality Institute this 
summer, it’s a pleasure to share a few 
comments about the consultants who 
created the curriculum to help educate 
our kids about the value of water and 
Moses Lake. Read the full letter at:  
www.mlird.org  – click “Water Quality 
Institute.”  

“The consultants...are an excellent set 
of human resources. I have personally 
worked with Jack Horne and Clyde 
Carpenter as Co-Principal Investigators 
on at least 6 or 7 funded water quality 
institutes and they bring a very strong 
background, plus experience in this 
arena. Laurie Odegaard and Jennifer 
Carpenter [MLHS teachers] were former 
participants in our WSU sponsored 
institutes. Both were so outstanding 
that we invited them to mentor other 
teachers in subsequent workshops.”  

Dr. Donald C. Orlich, Professor Emeritus 
of Education and Science Instruction, 
Washington State University 

Coming Up
April 16  
Kids Fishing Derby	

April 20  
Connelly Park Opens

April 29-May 1 
Hydroplane Races	

May 16  
Community Forum	

May 26-29  
Spring Festival	



Moses Lake Irrigation &  
Re-habilitation District
P O Box 98  •  Moses Lake, WA 98837
509-765-8716  •  www.mlird.org 

Connelly Park/Airmen’s Beach Improvement Project

PUBLIC MEETING UPDATE

Lake View

MLIRD District directors:  Norm Benson, Rich  Archer, ron Covey

Brief Summary  – Preferred uses

Three public input meetings 
ended in October 2010.
For complete summary , 
visit www.mlird.org.

m
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w
w
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lird.org

From direct citizen comments at three meetings, and survey forms gathered at the  
Grant County Fair in August 2010, these are the preferred uses that emerged from the  
public process.     

Airmen’s Memorial 
Picnic, Boating & Fishing Facilities
Water Sports

Swimming, Camping & Trails 
Camp Store, Tent / RV & Vendor Sites
Event Parking

Wheelchair Dock Access
Public Safety
Grassy Area Viewing 

As always, future improvements at Connelly Park are subject to available funding.
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